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Spiritual Journey Through the Majors: Part 2 
 

Session 1: Discussing Justice 
Justice - Tarot from the Sevenfold Mystery by Robert M Place 
 

 
Question: What are your thoughts on the universal energy of Justice, do you 
think Justice is always served in this life , in regards to wrong-doing of some 
individuals?  
 
Student:The potential for bias is an inherent problem in men, woman, and institutions, 
when they play a role in implementing Justice. Often times, Justice yields harsh results. 
True objectivity without bias is less susceptible to sway away from a natural dislike for 
harsh results. It can be very difficult for some to be purely objective, easier for others, 
and totally natural for others. I believe it is a learned skill. I see some courtroom judges 
that have developed the skill to judge without bias. It is a magnificent skill. I also see 
those who fail at this skill; and some who care not but to be biased.  
 
Predispositions subliminally influence even right action. But when the Universe is at 
work, Justice is blind. Perhaps that is why it does not always seem just when 
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implemented by the Universe without human intervention, i.e., when we view true 
Justice from the perspective of our own biases, it may appear that the Universe got it 
wrong. Of course, the Universe cannot get it wrong, our predispositions or biases, may 
taint even our observations of nature. If there is any doubt to this, watch a filming of a 
predatory animal slaughter its prey, then examine your thoughts. 
 
Mentor: So very articulated Billy, this is a subject that fascinates me. Has life taught 
them well enough to develop such a virtue as Justice? Is Justice conceptually 
developed,  spiritually or both? 
I would imagine it is an absolute skill of a Judge to practice true Justice without 
bias.Even if we can remain unbiased, what if our intuition kicks in, can we ignore this 
too? 
I remember reading for a young man ( 17 years old) who was about to face trial for 
murdering a police officer who stopped him for speeding. It could be said that it was 
accidental and this was the plea of the defence but he drove off at speed at a check 
point after panicking when he saw the officer’s gun. Sadly, the officer held onto the car 
and consequently died, the driver ended up paralyzed. 
The cards for the outcome was 10 of Swords and Justice..I advised him that the 
outcome would be a fair outcome but I did feel that there would be fairness for both 
parties. 
He was eventually charged with murder but was not sent to jail as the judge felt that he 
had the rest of his life to deal with paralysis and a murder charge ( he wanted to be a 
lawyer).  
The officer’s family felt that Justice would be going to jail also ( understandably so) and 
the young man’s parents felt the murder charge was harsh. But as you say, this is 
where bias comes in. 
 
Question: For true Justice to take place in any situation, why do you think it is 
important for Justice to be unbiased?  
 
Student:The universal energy of Justice is beyond the realm of my true understanding. 
I cannot rationalize why sometimes good people suffer great harm, and wicked people 
appear to achieve worldly success. I believe in Karma and live my life attuned to its 
balance. I believe in the Wiccan Rule of Three. I think these universal rules apply to me 
in this world and after crossing the veil.  But do not understand why over 5,000 poor 
people living in fishing villages in Thailand were wiped out by a tsunami on 12/26/04? 
What universal Justice did that event serve? To this end, Jesus taught that the meek 
shall inherit the earth. At times, I question whether I really understand the meaning of 
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that lesson.  
 
In my profession, lawyering, I sometimes observe that the question becomes, 
rhetorically, “How much justice can you afford?” Is this the result of flawed integrity and 
out-of-balance aspirations, or is it reasonable for those who can afford to navigate a 
system in a manner targeted toward their desired outcome a just application of their 
resources? I do not think so but, on the other hand, if one has the financial resources is 
it wrong to allocated them as one sees fit?  
 
I think universal Justice has a strict application with regard to my place in the universe 
and the universe within me, but I do not understand its workings at a macro-level. That 
said, I have no problem trusting in something that is too big for me to understand and 
therefore do believe that Justice has its way of balancing the universe of all things. One 
of my favorite lines from a movie is, “The truth has a funny way of being heard.” 
 
Mentor:I agree, life sometimes does not seem to be balanced or fair at times. There is 
much imbalance in the world, starvation and disasters, I wonder too what the divine 
reasoning is for this but as you say describe similarly,  trusting in the powers that be is 
something that I have become to acknowledge and accept.  
Unfortunately, the human race is flawed, as you rightly point out,  it is driven by ego and 
appetite, I often feel that the universe guides us to temper our appetites and to help us 
work towards a spiritually, better way of being.  
But then what of those who do not have opportunity to work towards this, those whose 
lives are cut prematurely short? I guess this is another discussion…. 
 
Thankyou Billy, I enjoyed your thoughts on Justice. Blessings, Lara 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Session 2: Learning Takes Time 
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Question: The Hermit is described as being guided by his own inner light which 
reflects outwards. Please give your thoughts on how this 'light' guides him.  
 
Student:The Hermit is guided by his inner light of wisdom. He does not look to world for 
guidance, he looks within. We all possess the ability to hone this inner light, but most 
have not the discipline, desire, or will to do seek it. The Hermit carries his wisdom as an 
inner light to guide himself and as an outward beacon for those who trust in him or seek 
his consultation. 
 
Mentor:How true this is Billy and this person is very recognisable to others, his light 
shines before him and we see this as much as we see the person. Many do not seek 
this level of spirituality but I wonder, was he directed to this level of spirituality or did he 
seek it? 
I guess what counts is that he found the wisdom that he sought. 
 
Question: The Hermit is often depicted as journeying, how does this associate 
with his learning and also time? 
Please just add any thoughts that come to mind. 
 
Student:To one extreme are the Mystics, who live hasidic lives in solitude from morning 
to night, deepening in thought until they reach a level that communicates with the deity. 
I do not vision the Hermit’s journey to have reached this level of solitude, but for a long 
break he took from the hustle and bustle of the material world from which he came out 
more learned than he went it. In that solitude the Hermit developed his inner wisdom. 
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Mentor:Indeed, this journey of enlightenment taken by the Hermit would take some 
length of time to develop. The wise man is measured by his wisdom and not his years 
but his years reflect his wisdom… 
 
Well done Billy, Blessings, Lara 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Session 3: Discussing Destiny 

 
 

 
Question: Once we realize the extraordinary power we have to compose our lives, 
we'll move from passive, conditioned thinking to being co-creators of our fate. 
(Jason Silva) 
Please share your thoughts on the quote above? 
 
Student:Vision. Foresight. Intuition. Desire. Aspiration. Goal oriented. Purposeful. 
Driven. Be the person you want to become. Exalt confidence. Don’t bet against yourself. 
Plan ahead. Never quit. Pray. Practice Magick.  
 
To live life as if it is all destiny and fate would be foolish. We can influence outcomes, 
create opportunities, and turn to deity for the powers of the universe to work in a chosen 
direction. All things are possible. But these aspirations do not manifest out of desire, 
they require right action at the right time. This is what the Wheel of Fortune reminds us. 
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We have the power to compose our lives, but as co-creators we have to create. We 
have to be able to distinguish between when to make a move - right opportunity - and 
when what may look like right opportunity is actually approaching at an inopportune 
time. This is the Wheel of Fortune at work. In this regard, Tarot readings may help guide 
the path one chooses and the decision one makes that have a direct or indirect effect 
on future outcomes. 
 
Missed opportunity may come again in a more volatile way with the Tower card. So, we 
choose our paths. It is better one be proactive and mindful to recognize when the timing 
is right to make his or her move toward the wholeness of the World card; or in the 
present tarot deck, the Prudence card. 
 
Mentor:Expressed so thoughtfully and insightfully Billy, as co-creators we have to 
create. We are instrumental in taking opportunities as they cross our path and making of 
them what we will. Success is more so manifested when the opportune comes at a time 
that is auspicious to the desired outcome. 
 
Question: Do you feel it is possible to play more of an active role in one's fate?  
 
Student:Absolutely. I believe the soul has a blueprint and that the soul communicates 
with us about this blueprint. But our soul is not us, as pure individualistic beings. Rather, 
each soul serves as a connection to all souls and to all things. With this knowledge and 
understanding, all things are possible, including the possibility to play more of an active 
role in one’s fate. I think of mothers watching their sons play little league baseball. 
When things get close or competitive, with each pitch or run they make the Christian 
sign of the cross. My wife and I have wondered how much does Jesus care about little 
league baseball? Also, each good play by one player, yields a negative mark on the 
mirrored player of the opposing team. If the mother makes the sign of the cross and the 
son hits a homerun, this may be followed by the other team’s coach removing the 
pitcher from the thrower’s mound. How would his parent feel? Is this fair, especially if 
both parents were praying to Jesus to improve the fate of what is to come in this game? 
 
It is not important to know how this plays out, and perhaps it is not knowable. The point 
is, even people who may deny the possibility of altering fate, do in fact practice it, as 
shown in the preceding example. Prayer provides an easy example.  
 
Here is another easy example to understand, but cannot be performed instantaneously, 
like prayer.  I am sure the reader hereof is familiar with the maxim, “There is no such 
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thing as luck; luck is simply opportunity and preparation meeting at the same time.” I 
believe this to be true. That said, the “preparation” part of this equation could take  
 
Mentor: Very interesting Billy. I remember talking with a Jewish Kabbalist, he was a 
spiritual advisor and at the time, I was going through a period which I likened to Nadir. 
We talked about how my actions would change ‘fate’, the path that I was travelling at 
that time was leading to one outcome and I changed it. I learnt at that point, the truth in 
the saying ‘nothing is set in stone. 
 
Thank you for sharing your wonderful insight Billy, great session, Blessings, Lara 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Session 4: Discussing Fortitude 
Strength - Tarot of the Sevenfold Mystery by Robert Place 

 
 
Question: It is often considered that we develop strength from life's challenges, 
why do you think strength of virtue develops from such adversities in life?  
 
Student:Strength of virtue develops in response to adversities in life's challenges, but only if 
one allows his or herself to be open-minded. Negativity could result in an opposite effect, such 
as depression and destructive behavior. One person says “why me?” while another sees life’s 
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challenges as learning experiences. Open-mindedness is thinking things through and examining 
them from all sides.  
 
Open mindedness involves a willingness to consider evidence against one’s own beliefs, plans, 
and goals, and to revise them if necessary. For example, if I were to identify the reasons for my 
last three actions that I am not happy about or not proud of (for example, following behind on my 
Tarot study) I may come up with alternative ideas for making time in the future for studying. A 
negative person may conclude that he or she does not have time for such extracurricular. (In my 
case it is the former, but for someone else the right choice may be the latter.) Aside from 
self-examination, one may ask a friend to critically appraise your prior reaction to significant 
actions from the perspective of turning a botched life challenge into a learning experience. 
Again, these are all purposeful actions; it is like going back to the Wheel of Fortune (X) and 
mentally playing out what would have happened if I made different choices in the path of life?  
 
Perhaps even recreate a similar scenario in a safe way, like relating it to a movie, someone’s 
story, or a public event, to critically evaluate our own views during and afterwards. If we can 
Identify actions for which we did not think our way toward the highest good, and be able to ask 
the essential why, when, and how questions of oneself, then we are being virtuous. We know 
from the Spiritual Journey lesson prior this one, that as co-creators of our fate we have to 
create. Fate is not a completely passive evolution.  
 
Thus, if we Identify causes of perceived failure of a life challenge that has passed, look for 
patterns of behavior or frivolousness, then meditate on how to improve should the matter arise 
again, then we are co-creating with intent to achieve the highest good. I had a friend that I have 
since lost contact with who used to say, “I like it when I am wrong.” That is the love of learning. 
People with this strength enjoy the cognitive engagement of acquiring new coping skills and 
developing internal strength of virtue, even when the benefits of learning may not be 
immediately available and the lesson is painful.  
 
Mentor: You mention the significance of making the right choices and how one’s right 
choice may differ from another’s. This reminds me of the Lovers card, which asks us to 
consider our choice based on what is best for us, within the scheme of things. That we 
can make logical choice on such matters may reflect that we are developed spiritually, 
temperance is setting in and reason is beginning to prevail. 
You are very right, developing strength must come from an open mind, one that 
understands and can look to the wider potentials. 
 
Question: One aspect of strength can be the ability to control one's reaction or 
desires when we know that doing otherwise would not serve our highest good. If 
we did not maintain strength at these moments in life, appetites and ego are 
being served. Can you give one example situation?  
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Student:Plato taught us that appetite and will may be controlled to yield to reason in a 
continuous struggle for the highest good. That is the Chariot (VII) card at work. I like to 
think in terms of Reason being measured by degrees of strength, as reflected in the 
Strength (XI) card.  
 
By analogy, how strong are the arms of the charioteer? How strong are they when 
required to pull in the direction of, for example, arriving at work on time despite traffic 
jams - versus - arriving to work on time despite a seductive temptress commanding your 
attention along the way? Same arms, different calls for internal Strength or fortitude. 
This is one example of measuring the degree of Strength or the ability to control one’s 
reaction where otherwise not doing so may not serve one’s highest good. This example 
is not just a material measurement in time and ability, but also reflects development on 
the spiritual level. 
 
Mentor:I love how you describe Reason as measured by strength, this is true, 
depending on the challenge, different strength is required. By looking at this measure, 
do you think that it would reflect that reason is not yet established, it is still developing?  
The Charioteer finally makes his drive forward when he comes to realize that his highest 
good does need to be served...but the challenge remains. 
If Reason was developed, the challenge would be less or not at all? 
Ultimately, your response makes sense, it still depends on the challenge. 
 
I do enjoy reading your replies Billy, great session, Blessings, Lara 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Session 5: Letting Go for the Greater Good 
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Question: It is no easy decision to give up something that is important to us, 
especially someone we love/ At this point our ego is less considered. Can you 
describe how Reason may be in influence and Justice? 
 
Student:The Hanged Man (XII) defies Reason for the sake of Justice. True to their soul, people 
do not give up someone they love or surrender championing a Just cause they are passionate 
about, for any reason that does not serve the love or a cause they desire to advance. This 
describes the impetus of protesters who risk being pepper-sprayed, beaten with a policeman’s 
baton, or incarcerated solely so they can be seen and heard.  
 
Romantically, the tribulations of Romeo and Juliette readily demonstrate the “I’d rather be dead 
than live without you” mentality of many driven in a direction adverse to the Will of the majority. 
No one gives up something they believe in or someone they love, short of giving up on their own 
self-respect. Sometimes the greater good calls to sacrifice oneself. While, other times the 
greater good calls The Hanged Man to let go of his or her adversity and align with the universe. 
This will depend on the surrounding cards and circumstances. Reason and Justice do not 
necessarily coincide. The struggle can be long and difficult. The question being, how long will 
the seeker hang in there before knowing which way to move. 
 
Mentor:Very interesting Billy, what if someone falls in love someone else whilst they are 
married. If the Hanged Man comes into the person’s reading, what do you think it is 
asking of the individual? Will Justice allow for an impartial decision to be made, 
alongside reason? 
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Question: Within a Tarot reading the Hanged Man comes into our readings when 
the universe is advising us of the need to let go of something. Sometimes the 
advice is not heeded, what can this cause and what card/s do you imagine may 
show in our readings?  
 
Student:I see The Hanged Man as wanting to put principles and beliefs before ego and 
self-gratification. In this respect it is a letting-go of the ego. A shifting away from our own 
self for the greater good. Principle, over ridicule and mockery; for the sake of the cause. 
When the Hanged Man enters our readings, the universe may be advising the seeker to 
let go of something the seeker refuses to let go of. Failing to do so may cause 
destruction, disharmony, disease or death. In The Hanged Man’s situation, his death; as 
he is hung from a limb by a limb, as a traitor for his exalting his beliefs.  
 
The harder query is knowing when to let go. What if the Hanged Man is right? Consider 
two scenarios: one where The Hanged Man is correct in his position, which happens to 
be adverse to the majority; and the other where The Hanged Man needs to let go but 
does not.  
 
In the first scenario, hanging in there against all odds will sometimes yield the desired 
outcome. “He was right afterall,” they said. The Hanged Man is turned right side up, 
skips past the Death card (XIII) (Morta) and The Tower card (XVI) (Fire) and arrives at 
the World (XXI) card (Prudence). 
 
In the second scenario, where The Hanged Man must learn to become unselfish and 
yield to opposing views, but his ego prevents him from letting go. As a consequence 
thereof, the next card is Death (XIII) - a forced letting go that occurs without control. 
This is not necessarily his death, but an abrupt ending of what the seeker had hoped to 
accomplish. From there, he or she must temper their way back to the greater good 
working through the Temperance (XIV) card.  
 
Mentor: Ah you answered the previous question for me Billy. Your understanding is 
wonderful, you really do have an excellent understanding of this aspect of spirituality. 
I agree and see the Hanged Man as an opportunity to let go and taking that opportunity 
will bring us to the point where  we then see the comfortable aspect of the Hanged Man 
as he sacrifices willingly. Here we find the path of least resistance or take the 
alternative, the one that can potentially take us to a darker place. 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Wonderful session Billy, thankyou, Blessings, Lara 
 
_____ 
 

Session 6: Accept and Embrace 
Death - Tarot of the Sevenfold Mystery by Robert M Place 

 
 
 
Question: The ideal is to allow the change, let go and embrace the new phase when 
we see the Death card. How can we best advise our clients that this is the best way 
forward?  
 
Student:One best practice to advise our clients of the need to let go is to move the focus onto 
what comes after The Death card. Help them to see that what comes after letting-go and 
welcoming change. Experiencing a sense of loss and even grieving or remorse, is usually 
followed by healing and spiritual growth. In some instances, material growth or movement away 
from something that ran its course or is just no longer performing well and needs to be let go of 
and replaced with something new.  The Death card suggest you are at this juncture. Control the 
situation, do not let it control you. 
 
We usually do not welcome change when it arrives in an abrupt way, but it better not to fight it. 
Endings are natural. The point is to stay positive when the Death card appears. (While all the 
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time keeping in mind that the client’s first impression may be that he or she is going to die when 
the “Grim Reaper” appears; we need to be mindful of the potentially for this scary perception.) 
We should advise the client to reflect on the positive outcomes that potential may follow the 
ending of something that has honorably or practically ran its due course. 
 
Mentor: Yes, your thoughts on the Death card and the card’s insight are wise and 
guidance that you offer would certainly reflect this. It is so much easier for us to digest 
the understanding of this card when our lives and learning are formed from a spiritual 
foundation. Many have limited understanding on Death and only see it as a grim ending 
and not the wonderful transformation that it can present to us.  
 
Question:The Death card can bring hope to many situations in life of which will become 
life changing. Can you describe one or two such instances?  
 
Student:I can describe two situations in which the Death card can bring life-changing hope. 
The first that comes to mind is a fundraiser annual event known as “Jazz For Justice.” It is put 
on by the local legal aid society and great jazz musicians (including my wife) who donate their 
time to perform year-after-year to raise money for individuals in need of legal representation 
who cannot afford it. The resources are largely donated where most urgently needed, e.g., 
domestic violence cases. The project’s name describes the whole of it.  
 
Jazz for Justice has been successful for 20 years. When the promoter decided to discontinue 
the annual event, she introduced the decision by saying, “Ten years is the average life for a 
themed non-profit fundraiser.” That instantly made us all feel good about the perceived extra 10 
years this project has had, rather than focusing on its ending. Moreover, the realization was 
quick that if the team of event promoters that sustained 20 years of success is moving on to 
something else, there must be good things ahead. 
 
Another example, although more humbling and personal, is the experience of family members, 
including myself,  surviving terminal diseases. Not all are survivors: I lost my father and aunt to 
cancer, but among the survivors, it appears they continue life’s journey more spiritually and 
even physically stronger after their bout with terminal illness than before. Focusing on the best 
of the best in terminal illness survivors, brings hope to situations where the Death card appears 
in readings for clients who may have a loved one facing an illness. I would reflect their attention 
on the fact that the Death card may signify an end of the illness, not an end to the person 
suffering from it. I would remind any person who sought such a reading that the goal of their 
prayers, the works of their physicians, and the fight in their loved one’s heart is to put an end to 
their disease and suffering and return to health and wellness. 
 
Mentor: I love the positive approach Billy and this very positive insight that the Death 
card can indeed offer. You are so right in saying that our prayers should focus on 
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recovery. I am so very sorry that your Father and Aunt did not survive the Cancer, it is 
such a harsh disease.  
Thankyou for sharing with me Billy, I appreciate your trust. 
 
Blessings, Lara 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Session 7: The Middle Path of Temperance 
Temperance - Tarot of the Sevenfold Mystery by Robert M Place 
 

 
 

 
 
Question:Temperance can be described as the 'middle' path, what do you feel this 
means?  
 
Student:Temperance is one’s own foundation for intelligent analysis of facts and 
circumstances made in response to conflicting forces of will and ego. In this respect the 
Temperance card reflects a time to be reactive, not proactive The Buddha (Siddhartha 
Gautama) taught how one could become liberated by walking the "Middle Path," as that 
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term is used in the Buddhist religion. Buddha’s "Middle Path" teaches, among other 
things, that life and all things in life should be approached in a neutral, upright and 
unbiased way, and only after thorough investigation and analysis. In short, the middle 
path is the exercise of reasonableness.  
 
Under the common law, negligence is defined by action that does not conform with the 
following question: What would “the reasonable man” do under the given 
circumstances? The reasonable man standard is objective, but can be subjective when 
applied to a particular character trait. In maritime law an analogous analysis is done, 
that is: What would the “prudent mariner” do under the given circumstances?  The 
middle path is the direction the reasonable man and prudent mariner move toward after 
empirical assessment, analysis of findings, and weighing the probabilities of varied 
outcomes based on varied approaches.  
 
The middle path keeps expectations reasonably calculated to meet a desired and 
probable outcome and should include consideration of achieving the Higher good. The 
middle path is the path that follows sound conclusion. It becomes the path to follow until 
the next set of conflicting forces arise, at which time the analysis begins again. It is a 
very conscious way of living and playing an active role in one’s fate.  
 
I must add that the middle path is not always the best path. Not all situations should be 
tempered. Sometimes extreme behavior calls for extreme reaction. Also, some people 
at times have the ability to achieve their objectives off the middle path. These may be 
the risk-takers on one extreme and the introverts on another.  Other than such 
extremes, Temperance is prudence and should be exercised in a mindful way. That is 
taking the “Middle Path.” 
 
Mentor:Very interesting thoughts and an extremely valid discussion that will not quite 
benefit unless I gave this depth of consideration. I am curious to know if you see 
Temperance is more so practiced consciously? Or maybe Temperance develops within 
us? Could it be that temperance becomes a natural part of us that we apply it 
unconsciously? 
Maybe temperance can be applied in both forms? 
 
Question:The image above of Temperance shows the flames of appetite being 
cooled with water. Can you give 2 examples of this that you feel describes 
Temperance in action in this way? 
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Student:At times I have the pleasure to serve as a court-appointed Mediator to facilitate 
resolution of civil disputes among litigants. The role of the Mediator is to serve as an 
unbiased neutral, who focuses on a process designed to move opposing parties toward 
settlement. If settled, the agreed upon terms are written into a binding document. These 
terms can be voluminous, but when taken as a whole, they represent the middle path. 
The path where each side gave up somethings and received somethings. If done 
properly, neither side should be very happy with the outcome, but for the fact that they 
reached a compromise. The compromise allows the parties to avoid the uncertainty of 
litigation, resolve their dispute, and move on with their lives without the other side 
constantly trying to derail them at every step along the way. 
 
The ability to move beyond impasse and dispute is achieving the Higher good. Being 
stuck at impasse is largely fruitless, albeit impasse is a natural obstacle to expect along 
goal-oriented paths. The Mediator and the mediation process are absolutely 
“Temperance in action.” The Mediator is not the Chariot. Rather, the Mediator is both 
horses on each parties’ Chariot. The Mediator pours water on each party’s fire. Like the 
Temperance (XIV) card of The Tarot of the Sevenfold Mystery deck, the Mediator has 
both feet in the fire. 
 
Mediation is a fantastic process that alleviates the court system’s backlog and brings 
peace to an otherwise adversarial process. Where parties are unable to control their 
outcome or destiny, as in this example, ultimately a judge or jury will determine the 
outcome. When one fails to temper and control their fate, rather than leaving it to 
outside forces.  
 
Mentor:How wonderful Billy, this is true temperance in practice and resulting in such 
wonderful possibilities. I remember reading somewhere that temperance results in 
something new, it takes on a new form and this mediating role reminds me of what I 
read. It is a wonderful example, thankyou for sharing with me Billy. 
 
Please feel free to discuss any aspects of this part of the course with me. 
 
Well done on your completion of the 2nd part, I will send the 3rd to you very soon,  
Blessings, Lara 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part Two Completed 


