
The Key Major Arcana Card that Influences a Reading 
 

 
The study of Tarot isn’t just about learning the meaning of the cards, it's also 
about observing and linking the interconnecting associations  which then help 
develop our broader insights. 
 
One of those associations is Numerology and looking at the characteristics of 
numbers. This understanding can help us to look further  at the energy of the 
certain cards that influence our readings. 
 
This brings me to looking at the Key Major card whose energy offers some 
influence over the  Tarot reading. 
When we look for the Key Major of a reading, we are looking at the combined 
number values of the cards of a reading and finding the digital root number.  
The digital root number gives us the Major Arcana card that is then the 
associating Major of the reading. 
Looking at the insight of this card can add a little more knowledge to what we 
already know and help us to see further connections within the reading. 
 
What is a digital root number? 
These are base numbers from 1, up to and including 9, these numbers are the 
root number of any value of  number that has been reduced by creating a sum 
with the numbers itself. Eventually, by splitting and adding the digits you will 
get to the point where you cannot split and sum any 
further and this is when you have arrived at the 
single digit number. 
 
Here is an example: 
The Moon                 18 
4 of Swords                4  
9 of Pentacles           9 
 
18 + 4+ 9   =  31 
         3 + 1   =  4   
The number 4 is the digital root number and gives us 
the associating number of the reading and this is of 
course, The Emperor.   
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So how does the Emperor cast his energy over this reading?  

 
This is where some study comes into it, firstly, look at the connections to the 
Emperor. The first one that stands out is the 4 of Swords because this connects 
to the Emperor as a number 4 too. 
 
The presence of a number 4 in the reading and a key Major card of a number 4 
emphasises the need for some foundation setting and this is where we have 
identified an issue and know that we focus a little more on the 4 of Swords.  
 
Now we know that this reading is quite probably focusing on an individual who 
needs to establish a more grounded state of mind. The Moon in the past 
indicates an unsettled energy that has struggled, quite possibly, with finding 
clarity.   
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The positive here is that the individual does come to a point where he realises 
that he needs to allow the time to reflect and focus so he can gain some peace 
of mind. From this point he can  then reconstruct with clarity and healing. 
 
 
The 9 of Pentacles is a wonderful outcome for this individual, he certainly 
looks to have achieved success at dealing with his personal issues.  
He will gain  the independence that benefits him the resources to live 
independently, financially, physically and mentally. 
 
I would see this as being worked for by himself, he took the necessary steps to 
take control of his life and his mental health. Who knows, the 4 of Swords 
could even represent a retreat? 
 
We can see how implementing some control and structure into one’s life can 
bring much needed changes to a person and their to their wellbeing.   
 
In summary, this is an overview of the reading with an emphasis on the 
Emperor as an influencing energy on the reading and as the Key Major. 
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Exercise 1 
 
Now we will look at another reading, again with 3 cards but this time I will 
leave the calculation and overview to you. 
 
Now let us look at a financial/career reading: 
 
 ‘ Will I achieve my bonus at the end of the year by meeting my sales quota?’ 
 
Card 1: 7 of Wands 

Card 2: 2 of Wands 

Card 3: 6 of Pentacles 
 

 
 
                    Please click the link below and carry out the practise exercise 
 

Exercise 1 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzopQ97FMHwme5Ylyrr2YhzWe23eO_6nYwgSBwkpKB_zTHdQ/viewform

